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Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts
(Protocol I), 8 June 1977.

Part IV : Civilian population #Section I -- General protection against effects of
hostilities #Chapter V -- Localities and zones under special protection

'Who must send the declaration? '

2283 In principle the declaration must be sent by the authority capable of ensuring
compliance with the terms of the declaration. In general this will be the government
itself, but it may happen that in difficult circumstances the declaration could come from
a local military commander, or even from a local [p.704] civil authority such as a
mayor, burgomaster or prefect. Of course, if the declaration comes from a local civil
authority, it must be made in full agreement with the military authorities who alone
have the means of ensuring that the terms of the declaration are complied with.
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